Extrinsic obstruction of the Medtronic-Hall disk valve in the mitral position.
Three cases of acute extrinsic obstruction of the Medtronic-Hall prosthesis in the mitral position are described. In 2 cases papillary muscle and in 1 case suture overhang caused sticking of the tilting disk against the valve rim. The mechanisms of extrinsic obstruction of the tilting disk valve, its recognition, and its prevention are discussed with a review of the literature.